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In October 2021, Dr. Nello Forti Grazzini, internationally renowned for his studies on ancient 
tapestry, passed away. Dr. Forti Grazzini devoted many of his authoritative publications to 
Southern Netherlandish tapestries kept in Italian collections. Dedicated to his memory, this 
international conference, which brings together twenty-two scholars from seven different 
countries, will focus on ancient Flemish tapestries in Italian, Spanish and French collections 
and about Italian stylistic and iconographic influences on Northern weavings.

The organisers would like to express their sincere thanks to Maria Taboga for her 
unconditional assistance and advice in the preparation of this symposium.

Organizing committee: International conference organized by Prof. Guy Delmarcel and Prof. 
Koenraad Brosens (KU Leuven), in collaboration with the Academia Belgica.

Sponsored by: Galleria Giogio Baratti (Milano), Galleria Mirco Cattai (Milano), Galleria Luciano 
Coen (Rome), Galleria Dinolevi (Firenze), Galleria Vincenzo Fiorini (Firenze), Gallerdia Moshe Tabi-
bnia (Milano), Galleria  Raffale e Rodolfo Torelli (Monte Carlo)

Contact: info@academiabelgica.it ● www.academiabelgica.it

***

organized by

Nello Forti Grazzini (Florence, 29 November 1954 – Milan, 29 October 2021) was drawn to 
tapestry due to the circumstances of life: the cycle of the Mesi Trivulzio of the Sforzesco 
Castle had been his thesis subject at the State University of Milan, where he graduated in 
Medieval and Modern Art History, later obtaining a PhD in History and Criticism of Artistic 
and Environmental Heritage.
 
These events marked the beginning of his lifelong love of tapestries and textiles, perhaps 
even ‘more than those of everyday life’, as he wrote in the preface to his weighty volumes 
on the artistic heritage of the Quirinale, his magnum opus, published in 1994.

Born in Florence, from 1957 his adopted city was Milan, where from 1985 he taught art 
history to generations of students at the Liceo Classico ‘Parini’ for more than thirty years. 
He was one of the few specialists in the field of tapestries active in Italy, dealing with Italian, 
Flemish, and French textiles from the 14th to the 18th century, researching the production 
of centres and manufactures, the style of cartoonists, the particular taste of patrons and 
collectors, and iconographic problems.

Over the years, he proved incredibly prolific: he wrote books, dozens of articles, curated 
exhibitions, and participated in international conferences up to his last curatorship in May 
2021, shortly before he left us. 

[Maria Taboga] 
***

Phrixus, in the border of the Unicorn Borromeo series, on Isola Bella. Brussels, around 1550. Photo credit Guy Delmarcel



Tuesday, October 25, 2022

09.00	 Welcome and inscription

09.30	 Welcome by Sabine van Sprang, director 
	 academia belgica & Guy Delmarcel, ku leuven

10.00	 Nello Forti Grazzini, the Scholar - Guy Delmarcel, 	
	 ku leuven

10.20	 In Memoriam Nello Forti Grazzini - Maria Taboga, 	
	 quirinale roma

	
10.40	 Nello Forti Grazzini  , l’ « arazzista » - Monica 		
	 Stucky, basel

11.00	 Coffee Break

11.30	 Gli arazzi fiamminghi nella collezione fiorentina 	
	 ereditati e acquistati dalla granduchessa Vittoria 	
	 della Rovere - Lucia Meoni, firenze

12.00	 Arazzi seicenteschi realizzati a Bruxelles e con-		
	 servati nel Museo Civico di Fabriano 			 
	A nna Cerboni Baiardi, univ. urbino

	
12.30	 Il ruolo di intermediari nelle Fiandre per l’acquisto 	
	 di arazzi da parte dei Farnese - Giuseppe Bertini, 	
	 univ. parma	

13.00	 Break

14.30	 Gli arazzi fiamminghi nelle collezioni dei Savoia 		

	 tra il XVI e il XVIII secolo -  Alesssandra  Cosmi, 		
	 palazzo reale napoli

15.00	 Un viaje de ida y vuelta: Las colecciones de 		
	 tapices 	de los virreyes españoles en Nápoles  		
	 Victoria Ramirez Ruiz, madrid

15.30	 Los tapices flamencos que Alfonso Perez de 		
	 Guzmán  (1549-1615), séptimo Duque de Medina 	
	 Sidonia, se lleva a Milán cuando fue nombrado 		
	 Gobernador y Capitán General en el año 1581
	M argarita Garcia Calvo, madrid

16.00	 Coffee Break

16.20	 Pintura tejida: la Madonna della seggiola de la 		
	 Colegiata de Lerma - Antonio Sama, univ. 		
	 complutense madrid

16.50	 Alcuni preziosi arazzetti fiorentini a soggetto 		
	 religioso: problemi aperti - Maria Taboga, 		
	 quirinale roma

	
17.20	 Il ciclo di succhi d’erba per la famiglia Verri e 		
	 qualche spunto per la fortuna dei ‘falsi arazzi’ 
	 nella Milano tardo barocca
	 Alessandro Morandotti, univ. torino

Wednesday, October 26, 2022

09.30	 Mostrare gli arazzi nel Palazzo dei Papi. Funzione 		
	 e cerimoniale - Alessandra Rodolfo, musei vaticani

10.00	 Reading Raphael’s Tapestries:  Programs and 		
	 Writers - Lorraine Karafel, parsons school of 		
	 design new york

	
10.30	 About the first set of the Acts of the Apostles made 	
	 for Charles I of England - Thomas Campbell, fam 		
	 san francisco

11.00	 Coffee Break

11.20	 An unpublished cartoon fragment from the 		
	 Triumphs of Scipio, and the role of England in 		
	 disseminating Italian tapestry design 			 
	 Helen Wyld, nat. gallery of scotland edinburgh

11.50	 Los tapices de la Batalla de Pavia. De María de 		
	 Hungría al príncipe don Carlos - Miguel Angel 		
	Z alama, univ. valladolid

	
12.20	 La serie de Mercurio y Herse, por Willem de 		
	 Pannemaker - Concha Herrero Carretero, 		
	 patrimonio nacional madrid	

13.00	 Break

14.30	 I Mesi medaglioni dell’ammiraglio Genovese 		
	 Andrea Doria - Florence Patrizi, roma

15.00	 Les racines italiennes d’un jardin extraordinaire. 	
	 Les tapisseries de Vertumne et Pomone -		
	 Cecilia Paredes, univ bruxelles

15.30	 La tenture de «l’Antiquité et Origine de Rome» de 	
	 François Ier - Jean Vittet, château de fontainebleau 

16.00	 Coffee Break

16.20	 ‘L’arazzeria delle donne’. Nouvelle approche de 		
	 l’histoire des femmes tapissières d’origine 		
	 flamande dans la Rome du XVIIe siècle 			 
	P ascal-François Bertrand, univ. bordeaux

16.50	 Production at the manufacture of the Ospedale 		
	 San Michele a Ripa (Rome, 18th century) 		
	 Barbara Caen, temple univ. roma

	
17.20	 Conclusions

	 Thursday, October 27, 2022
Guided visits are planned to the tapestry collections of the 
Palazzo del Quirinale, and to the Museo di Palazzo Venezia


